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number of mystic meaning, can hardly be omitted. The
city that you will probably stay at is the Seventh or last,
of which the story of its latest drama is told in this chapter.
Its real name is Shahjehanabad, because that builder, to
entomb whose heart's desire the Taj at Agra was built, was
its founder. It should be realized that the founding of new
cities is one of the vanities of Eastern monarchs, who must
often build afresh and move their capital that their pride
may be duly fed.

The Seven Cities, however, minister to Moslem pride
only, for the first of this series is by general convention 'Old
Delhi', built by the * Slave' dynasty. There was an older
Hindu city still, perhaps several, that fell before the Moslem
invaders. We don't count that, though when in 1857, the
54th Bengal Native Infantry let the mutineers from Meerut
murder their officers close by the Kashmir Gate, as is shortly
to be described, and the 38th left the new magazine, it was
to the shout of'Rajah Pritwiki Jail* (Victory to Rajah Pritwi!5),
the Rajput king before Islam smote the land, that they
marched off.

Of the seven Moslem Delhis some are but enlargements or
bulgings of older ones, but seven is the accepted number.

The First, this old Delhi of the Slaves, was built towards
the end of the twelfth century, and below it lies the captured
Hindu capital. 'Old Delhi' is chiefly represented to-day by
Qutab Minar and its surroundings built by the slave Qutb-ud-
din Aibuk, or the 'moon-faced', a Turk, like most of the
rulers of Delhi.

The Second is Siri, built by Ala-ud-Din of the Khilji
Dynasty, and is some three miles to the north-east of cOld
Delhi5. There is not too much to it save walls that were
built to keep out the Mongols, as Calcutta built the Mahratta
Ditch.

The Third lies some miles east of the Qutb, and is^kriown
as Tuglaqabad, built by the first emperor of this Turkish
line in 1321. This is a town of dour workmanlike bastions
and mosques of a stern and simple style.